This is an article written for The Times of Skinker DeBaliviere by Lana Stein in remembrance of
Shirley Polk.
Adieu to Shirley Polk: Valued Neighbor and Friend
Shirley Polk, resident of 57xx DeGiverville since 1968, passed away on March 1. She leaves her
husband Al and many who benefitted from her neighborhood work. She was 76.
Shirley was an at-large member of the SDCC Board from 1987 to 2010. She always participated
in the annual MLK Commemoration and spearheaded an annual food drive for a number of years
that collected food from the neighborhood to give to area church pantries. She was present at
almost every SDCC event.
Shirley played a very valuable role on her block, serving as a mentor and friend to the children
there. She rewarded the kids that got good report cards. She and her husband sponsored the
West End Picnic in Forest Park every August for children in the area, providing refreshments and
organized activities. (SDCC was a sponsor.) She also organized a number of block parties on
57xx DeGiverville including a bazaar and stage for entertainment. She often took neighborhood
kids applepicking and to be photographed with Santa. She spearheaded the celebration of
National Night Out on her block with hula hoop and jump rope contests for the kids. She also
donated grass seed to neighbors.
Shirley and Al were also stalwart members of the 28th Ward Regular Democratic Club.
Recently, Shirley was very proud of a cookbook she compiled of various down home recipes. A
number of us have that cookbook. She said that a pastor in New York City had given her the
confidence to undertake this project.
Shirley will be missed in many ways but perhaps especially on her block. She reached out and
mentored any number of children and if some achieved a certain success, she saw that they
recieved mention in this newspaper. Thank you Shirley for all your contributions.

